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RULES FOR ICAS HONOURS AND AWARDS 
General 

 

A. The International Council of the Aeronautical Sciences may grant honours and awards to individuals 
whose contribution to science and engineering technology, system integration, project management or 
leadership in aeronautics have been of outstanding merit and, in addition, to those who have fostered 
international co-operation between people or on projects in an exceptional way. The honours and awards 
may be associated with distinguished or named lectures and they may be accompanied by the 
presentation of medals, honorarium and/or certificates. 
 

B. The ICAS honours and awards at the present time are as follows: 
 
 1. ICAS - Daniel and Florence Guggenheim Memorial Lecture in the Aeronautical Sciences  
 2. ICAS - von-Karman Award for International Cooperation in Aeronautics  
 3. ICAS - Maurice Roy Medal 
 4. ICAS - John J. Green Award 
 5. ICAS - John McCarthy Student Awards 
 6. ICAS – Honorary Fellowship 
 7. ICAS – Award for Innovation in Aeronautics  
 8. ICAS – Award for Distinguished Service to ICAS 
 9. ICAS – IFAR Award 
    
 

The detailed rules for each award are laid out in this document. The past awardees are listed in the 
Appendix.  
 

C. Responsibility for ensuring that appropriate procedures are followed in selecting the recipients of 
awards is entrusted to an ICAS Honours and Awards Committee, established by the ICAS President in 
consultation with the Executive Committee. The Committee shall consist of: 

- one member of the Executive Committee (EC) 
- one member of the Council not being a member of the EC 
- one member of the Programme Committee 
- one additional member who should be an ICAS Past President  
  (normally the immediate Past President) and who will normally act as the chair 

 

D. The term of office of members of the Honours and Awards Committee runs from one Congress to the 
next. The term can be renewed for a further period of two years up to a maximum of six years of service. 
In the event of a vacancy arising on the Committee in the period between Congresses the Executive 
Committee is empowered to fill it by appointment. 
 

E. The timetable for soliciting nominations and deciding on awards is agreed between the EC and the 
Chair of the Committee. The ICAS Executive Secretary invites all Member Societies, Associates, Council 
Members and Executive Committee Members to submit proposals for the honours and awards to the 
ICAS Secretariat by the due date for submission of abstracts for the next ICAS Congress.  
 

F. The Honours and Awards Committee considers the proposals and brings forward a slate of nominees 
to the Executive Committee, together with an assessment of their relative merit, in time for consideration 
at the Executive Committee meeting immediately preceding the screening of abstracts for the next 
Congress. 
 

G. The Executive Committee decides upon the award winner by simple majority voting, taking into 
account the evaluation and recommendation of the nominations by the Honours and Awards Committee. 
The Chair of the Honours and Awards Committee or a spokesman for the Committee attends the EC 
meeting at which the award winner is chosen. For the Guggenheim Award/Lecture, when two or more 
nominations are of comparable merit and one of them is from the country which hosts the Congress, that 
nominee will normally be selected.  
 

H. In General the nominating Society is responsible for assisting with any travel and accommodation 
costs, if required. 
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1. ICAS Daniel and Florence Guggenheim Memorial Lecture Award 
 
1.1 ICAS has established the Memorial Lecture as its Distinguished Lectureship Award in 

recognition of the initiative and the great support received from the "Daniel and Florence 
Guggenheim Memorial Fund for the Promotion of International Co-operation in the 
Aeronautical Sciences" when ICAS was founded in 1957. 

 
1.2 The Lecture is delivered at each ICAS Congress, usually as the central part of the opening 

ceremony of the Congress. 
 
1.3 The Distinguished Lectureship Award is intended primarily to recognise and honour a 

scientist or engineer of eminence who in a long and productive career has made a 
significant contribution to progress in aeronautics. 

 
1.4 The Lecture should preferably be delivered by a speaker from the country of the hosting 

society. All Member Societies, Council Members and Executive Committee Members may 
submit proposals for the Lecturer to the ICAS Secretariat by the due date for submission of 
abstracts for the next ICAS Congress. 

 
1.5 The Honours and Awards Committee considers the proposals and brings forward a slate of 

nominees to the Executive Committee, together with an assessment of their relative merit, 
in time for consideration at the Executive Committee meeting immediately preceding the 
screening of abstracts for the next Congress. 

 
1.6 The Executive Committee decides upon the Lecturer by simple majority voting, taking into 

account the evaluation of the nominations by the Honours and Awards Committee. The 
Chair of the Honours and Awards Committee or a spokesman for the Committee attends 
the EC meeting at which the Lecturer is chosen. When two or more nominations are of 
comparable merit and one of them is from the country which hosts the Congress, that 
nominee will normally be selected. 

 
1.7 An electronic version of the lecture should be made available to ICAS in time for it to be 

included as the lead paper in the Congress Proceedings. 
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2. ICAS-von Karman Award for International Cooperation in Aeronautics 
 
2.1 ICAS founded the Award in 1980 in memory of Theodore von Karman, who was the 

leading figure in the foundation of ICAS and an outstanding proponent of international 
collaboration in the aeronautical sciences. Its purpose is to acknowledge exceptional 
achievement in international cooperation in the field of aeronautics, being awarded to a 
project or programme in which two or more countries are major participants and which is 
characterized by substantial technical achievement, scientific or technological advance or 
benefit to society. 

 
2.2 The Award is presented to a team made up of a representative of each participating 

country, nominated by that country as a leading contributor to its part in the project or 
programme. 

 
2.3 The ICAS Executive Secretary invites all Member Societies, Council Members and 

Executive Committee Members to submit proposals for the Award to the ICAS Secretariat 
by the due date for submission of abstracts for the next ICAS Congress. 

 
2.4 The Honours and Awards Committee considers the proposals and brings forward a slate of 

nominees to the Executive Committee, together with an assessment of their relative merit, 
in time for consideration at the Executive Committee meeting immediately preceding the 
screening of abstracts for the next Congress. 

 
2.5 The Executive Committee decides upon the award by simple majority voting, taking into 

account the evaluation of the nominations by the Honours and Awards Committee. The 
Chair of the Honours and Awards Committee or a spokesman for the Committee attends 
the EC meetings at which this decision is taken. 

 
2.6 The Award takes the form of a medal showing the profile of Theodore von Karman. The 

names of the team members and the year of the Award are engraved. 
 
2.7 The presentation of the Award is made immediately after a lecture on the project or 

programme which is given by one or more members of the Award-winning team. The von 
Karman Lecture is usually the last major event of the ICAS Congress, being followed 
immediately by the closing ceremony. 

 
2.8 An electronic version of the Lecture should be made available to ICAS in time for it to be 

included in the Congress Proceedings. 
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3. ICAS - Maurice Roy Award 
 
3.1 The Award was founded together by ICAS and the French Aerospace Society AAAF in 

1986 in memory of Maurice Roy, who was one of the Founding Members, President and 
Honorary President of ICAS. Its purpose is to honour persons of distinction who have an 
exceptional record in fostering international cooperation in the field of aeronautics. 

 
3.2 The Award is usually presented at the ICAS Congress to a single person. 
 
3.3 The ICAS Executive Secretary invites all Member Societies, Council Members and 

Executive Committee Members to submit proposals for the Award to the ICAS Secretariat 
by the due date for submission of abstracts for the next ICAS Congress. 

 
3.4 The Honours and Awards Committee considers the proposals and brings forward a slate of 

nominees to the Executive Committee, together with an assessment of their relative merit, 
in time for consideration at the Executive Committee meeting immediately preceding the 
screening of abstracts for the next Congress. 

 
3.5 The selection committee for the Award consists of the Executive Committee and one 

representative of the AAAF who may be a member of the EC. The election is by simple 
majority voting, taking into account the evaluation of the nominations by the Honours and 
Awards Committee. The Chair of the Honours and Awards Committee or a spokesman for 
the Committee attends the EC meeting at which the election is made. 

 
3.6 The Award takes the form of a medal showing the profile of Maurice Roy. The name of the 

recipient and the year of the Award are engraved. 
 
3.7 No current member of any ICAS body which is involved in the election process may be 

considered for the Award 
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4. ICAS - John J. Green Award 
 
4.1 The Award was founded by ICAS in 2001 in memory of John J. Green who was one of the 

Founding Members and President of ICAS. Its purpose is to honour young persons of 
distinction who are demonstrating an exceptional record in fostering international 
cooperation between scientists, technologists and engineers by their personal participation 
and involvement in aeronautics. 

 
4.2 The Award is presented at the ICAS Congress to an individual who was 40 years of age or 

younger at the deadline date for the Award nomination. 
 
4.3 The Award recipient will be invited to serve on the Program Committee through the next 

Congress. Award recipients, depending on their performance and contributions to the 
Program Committee, could be invited to continue beyond the next ICAS Congress. The 
invitation to continue to stay will be sent via the member society of the award recipient 
asking for their approval and support. 

 
4.4 The ICAS Executive Secretary invites all Member Societies, Council Members and 

Executive Committee Members to submit proposals for the Award to the ICAS Secretariat 
by the due date for submission of abstracts for the next ICAS Congress. 

 
4.5 The Honours and Awards Committee considers the proposal and brings forward a slate of 

nominees to the Executive Committee, together with an assessment of their relative merit, 
in time for consideration at the Executive Committee meeting immediately preceding the 
screening of abstracts for the next Congress. 

 
4.6 The selection committee for the Award consists of the Executive Committee. The election 

is by simple majority voting, taking into account the evaluation of the nominations by the 
Honours and Awards Committee. The chair of the Honours and Awards Committee or a 
spokesman for the Committee attends the EC meeting at which the election is made. 

 
4.7 The Award takes the form of a stipend (1000 EUR) and a certificate with the name of the 

recipient, the year of the Award, the Award name and the ICAS logo. The money will be 
transferred by bank transfer after the recipients bank details are submitted to ICAS. 

 
4.8 No current member of any ICAS body which is involved in the election process may be 

considered for the Award. 
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5. ICAS - John McCarthy Student Award 
 
5.1 The ICAS McCarthy Award is established for students working in scientific research in 

aeronautics. 
 
5.2 The Award is offered by Mrs Camille McCarthy, the widow of Professor John McCarthy Jr. 

Professor McCarthy served for several years as a member of the International Programme 
Committee of ICAS and, in his professional life, gave great impetus to the promotion of 
younger scientists, technologists and engineers. 

 
5.3 The Award or Awards, consisting of a certificate and a stipend, will be given to the author 

(or authors, should there be more than one who satisfies the qualifying criteria) of the paper 
the quality of content and presentation of which is judged to be the best or second best of 
the student papers presented at the Congress. The Lecturer(s) receive(s) an honorarium of 
1.000 EUR for the winner and 500 EUR for second place from ICAS. The money will be 
transferred by bank transfer after the recipient(s) bank details are submitted to ICAS. 

 
5.4 Mrs McCarthy will advise the ICAS Executive Committee of the value of the stipend for the 

next Congress at the meeting of the Programme Committee at which papers for that 
Congress are screened. At that time the Executive Committee will agree with Mrs 
McCarthy on the number and value of Awards to be made. Should it prove difficult at the 
Congress to make a choice between papers of similar merit, the Award or Awards may, at 
the discretion of the judges, be divided equally between more than one recipient. 

 
5.5 In order to qualify for the Awards: 
 -The principal author must be an undergraduate or postgraduate student who has not 

completed doctorate studies by the date of the Congress. If there are joint student authors, 
each must satisfy this criterion to quality for the Award. 

 -The author(s) must submit the manuscript of the paper to the ICAS Secretariat before the 
deadline for papers to be included in the Congress, together with a letter from an official of 
the educational institution certifying that the paper is the original work of the candidate(s) 
and has been completed during the course of the studies of the candidate(s) within the past 
two years. 

 - One of the student authors must attend the Congress and present the paper in person. 
 
5.6 The recipients of the Awards will be selected by a Committee appointed by the ICAS 

President and composed of: 
 a. Mrs Camille McCarthy or her nominee 
 b. The Chair of the Programme Committee ex officio  
 c. A member of the ICAS Executive Committee, nominated by the ICAS President  
 d. PC member(s) dedicated to the Student paper follow up at the congress 
 e. Other persons with a broad ICAS knowledge 
 
5.7 The Committee will base its decision solely on the scientific merit of the candidate papers 

and the quality of their presentation. No reference will be made to the curricula vitae of the 
candidates. 
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5.8 The Award(s) will be presented to the winner(s) by Mrs McCarthy at the Congress banquet 
following the Student Finalist Session on Thursday. 

 
 
6. ICAS Honorary Fellowship 
 
6.1 At its discretion the Council may grant the status of ICAS Honorary Fellow, by simple 

majority vote, to individuals who in the opinion of the Council have distinguished themselves 
by virtue of their exceptional personal contributions, or through exceptional service to the 
objectives of ICAS over an extended period of time.  

 
6.2 Nominations for Honorary Fellows are requested from the Council, the Executive Committee, 

and the Honorary Fellows Advisory Group. These nominations are reviewed by the Honours 
and Awards Committee and recommendations are made to the Executive Committee. The 
Executive Committee considers the recommendations of the Honours and Awards 
Committee and proposes the nominations to the Council for approval. 

 
6.3 Honorary Fellows shall be invited to attend meetings of the Council as non-voting observers. 
 
6.4 Honorary Fellows are members of the “ICAS Honorary Fellows Advisory Group”, whose 

Chair shall become an ex-officio member of the Executive Committee. 
 
6.5 Honorary Fellows are invited to attend ICAS Congresses without paying registration fee and 

are invited to the banquet as non-paying guests.  
 
6.6 Honorary Fellows are listed on the ICAS website. 
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7. ICAS Award for Innovation in Aeronautics 
 
7.1 ICAS established the Award for Innovation in Aeronautics in 2006 to recognize 

contributions of an individual or a team in effectively integrating a suite of advanced 
technologies, combined with new design and/or manufacturing processes, to create a new 
aeronautical system with significant worldwide impact.  This impact may have been realized 
at the time of the award, or it may be a future impact that can be anticipated as a result of 
the achievement of the recipient(s). The recipient(s) may have acted in the role of Chief 
Scientist, Chief Engineer, Program Manager, or in some other business or management 
role where the impact of their personal contribution in creating new capabilities in 
aeronautical systems by exploiting advanced technologies must be clear and direct. 

 
7.2 The recipient will deliver a lecture at the ICAS Congress. The lecture will be named after a 

person (N.N.) that the host society for the particular ICAS Congress wants to honour (a 
national pioneer/innovator) and will be called the ICAS N. N. Lecture for Innovation in 
Aeronautics. The name of the lecture will hence change from congress to congress. The 
Award will be presented immediately after the Lecture is delivered.  

 
7.3 The Award and Lecture is intended primarily to recognize and honour a scientist, engineer 

or manager (or a small, clearly identified team of scientists or engineers) of eminence who 
has/have made a significant contribution to the progress in aeronautics, as gauged by the 
development of aeronautical systems with substantially improved capabilities compared 
with the previous generation of systems. 

 
7.4 The ICAS Executive Secretary invites all Member Societies, Council Members and 

Executive Committee (EC) Members to submit proposals for the Award recipient to the 
ICAS Secretariat by the due date for submission of abstracts for the next ICAS Congress. 

 
7.5 The Honours and Awards Committee (H&AC) considers the proposals and brings forward 

a slate of nominees to the EC together with an assessment of their relative merit, in time 
for consideration at the EC meeting immediately preceding the screening of abstracts for 
the next Congress. 

 
7.6 The EC decides upon the Award recipient by simple majority voting, taking into account the 

evaluation of the nominations by the H&AC. The Chair of the H&AC or a spokesman for 
the Committee attends the EC meeting at which the Award recipient is chosen. 

 
7.7 The Award takes the form of a certificate setting out the achievements that have merited 

the Award together with a medal. In addition, the host society may also honour the national 
pioneer/innovator in Aeronautics (N.N.) with a recognition of its choice. 

 
7.8 An electronic version of the Lecture should be made available to ICAS in time to be 

included in the Congress Proceedings.  
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8. ICAS – Award for Distinguished Service to ICAS 
 
 
8.1 The ICAS Distinguished Service Award was established by ICAS in 2006 to honour an 

individual who has made a significant contribution or provided an exceptional service that 
helped to advance the vision and goals of ICAS. This contribution or service should be 
provided as a member of the ICAS organisation including committees or subcommittees, 
the Council, and the local Congress organising committee.  The recipient of this Award 
could receive this award more than one time.  

 
8.2 The Award is internal within ICAS. Nominees must be proposed by a member of any of the 

ICAS committees or subcommittees, the Council, or by one of the ICAS officers or 
Honorary Fellows. The award is intended for those persons who are not likely to become an 
ICAS Honorary Fellow; however, the recipients of this award are not excluded from being 
selected as Honorary Fellow. More than one Award for Exceptional Service can be given at 
an ICAS Congress and should be given as appropriate and necessary. 

 
8.3 The Award is presented at the ICAS Congress. 
 
8.4 The ICAS Executive Secretary invites all members of ICAS committees and 

subcommittees, the Council, Honorary Fellows, and officers to submit proposals for the 
Award to the ICAS Secretariat in due time for the Honours and Awards Committee meeting 
at the time for the “selection of abstracts PC meeting”. 

 
8.5 The Honours and Awards Committee considers the proposals and brings forward a slate of 

nominees to the Executive Committee, together with an assessment of their relative merit, 
in time for consideration at the Executive Committee meeting immediately preceding the 
next Congress. 

 
8.6 The selection committee for the Award consists of the Executive Committee. The election 

is by simple majority voting, taking into account the evaluation of the nominations by the 
Honours and Awards Committee. The chair of the Honours and Awards Committee or a 
spokesman for the Committee attends the EC meeting at which the elections are made. 

 
8.7 The Award takes the form of a certificate with the name of the recipient, the year of the 

Award, the Award name and the ICAS logo and signed by the ICAS President.  
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9. ICAS – IFAR Award 
 
9.1 The ICAS–IFAR Award was established in 2016 by the International Council of the 

Aeronautical Sciences (ICAS) and the International Forum for Aviation Research (IFAR). 
The Award shall honour an individual who has made a significant contribution to 
Aeronautical Science within his/her doctoral thesis (PhD or equivalent). The recipient can 
only achieve this award once. 

 
9.2 The three final candidates for the Award shall be forwarded from IFAR to ICAS for review 

and recommendation by the Honours and Awards Committee (H&AC). The recipient shall 
be within two years of the date when the PhD was obtained. The recipient also shall be 
under 40 years old when he/she submits the thesis to his/her University. 

 
9.3 The Award is to be presented at the ICAS Congress by the ICAS President and the IFAR 

Chair after the IFAR Plenary Session. The recipient must deliver a lecture at the Congress. 
 
9.4 The H&A Committee considers the three IFAR proposals and brings forward a slate of 

nominees to the Executive Committee, together with an assessment of their relative merit, 
in time for consideration at the Executive Committee meeting immediately preceding the 
next Congress. 

 
9.5 The selection committee for the Award consists of the Executive Committee. The selection 

is by simple majority voting, taking into account the evaluation of the nominations by the 
H&A Committee. The chair of the H&A Committee or a spokesman for the Committee 
attends the EC meeting at which the selection is made. 

 
9.6 The Award takes the form of a medal and the Certificate of the Award with the name of the 

recipient, the year of the Award, the Award name and the ICAS and IFAR logos, and signed 
by the ICAS President and the IFAR Chair. 

 
9.7 No current member of any ICAS body who is involved in the selection process may be 

considered for the Award 
 
 
 
 
 


